Text of the Notification of the First Office Action 

The following defects exists in the present application: 
1. Claim 1 does not conform to Article 22.3 of Chinese Patent Law. 
Reference 1 (CN1332924A) discloses a method and internet system 
for distributing digital contents (page 2 of the specification. Figure IB) 
that attempts to improve response times and reduce the total network 
payload by automatically selecting for use a sever located relatively close 
to a requesting host (equivalent to a user terminal in claim 1); said server 
can be a mirror server providing the same service as source server 
(equivalent to FTP servers in claim 1) or alternative server providing 
slightly adapted variants of the same service ( equivalent to the edge 
server in claim 1). The difference between the technical solution of claim 
1 and Reference 1 is that claim 1 fiuther includes a management PC for 
collecting digital content, uploading the collected digital content to FTP 
servers, and giving commands to an edge server so as to download the 
digital contents in advance from FTP servers, as well as limiting the edge 
server and the user terminal in the same network. It is easy for the person 
skilled in the art to employ a PC to collect the digital contents and upload 
them to FTP servers which store them and provide the network service 
without creative work. At the same time, the mirror server or the 
alternative server disclosed in Reference 1 provides the same service as 
the source server or the same service with a slightly adapted variants, 
whereby the person skilled in the art can deduce that "the edge server can 
be a mirror server or an alternative server to replace FTP server to 
provide the same service for a user terminal by downloading the digital 
contents to the edge server in advance from the FTP servers" by 
combining with the known knowledge. Furthermore, Reference 1 also 
discloses that a sever located relatively close to a requesting host means 
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that the geographic distance between the server and the requesting host is 
short or the number of routers therebetween is less, the purpose of such 
selection is to take a shorter time for the requesting host to obtain a 
response from a closer server and a less network payload resulting from 
transmission of the digital contents. The further definition that the edge 
server and a user terminal are located in the same network in claim 1 is 
for the same purpose as that in Reference 1, i.e., make the user terminal 
relatively close to the edge server to reduce the response time and the 
network payload. However, such limit is a common technical means to be 
adopted by the person skilled in the art. 

Known from the above, it is obvious for the person skilled in the art 
to obtain the technical solution of claim 1 by combining the known 
knowledge on the basis of Reference 1 without creative work. Therefore, 
claim 1 possesses no inventiveness relative to Reference 1 according to 
Article 22.3 of Chinese Patent Law. 

2. Claim 2 does not conform to Article 22.3 of Chinese Patent Law. 
The additional technical feature of claim 2 fiirther defines that "the 
edge server acquires information from the management PC to identify the 
least loaded FTP sever vvhere plural FTP servers are deployed and 
according to the above information, downloads the digital contents in 
advance from the least loaded FTP server". In fact, the load-balancing 
schemes have been widely used in the art and known well by the person 
skilled in the art. Furthermore, in the part of "Description of Related Art" 
in Reference 1, the load-balancing schemes which attempt to select a 
particular mirror server based on load distribution requirements is also 
mentioned as prior art. Therefore, based on known knowledge, the person 
skilled in the art can easily realize to use such technical scheme: the edge 
server acquires information with the least loaded FTP server and 
download the digital contents to reduce the network payload. Therefore, 



when claim 1 possesses no inventiveness, claim 2 also possesses no 
inventiveness according to Article 22.3 of Chinese Patent Law. 

3. Claims 15 and 16 do not conform to Article 22.3 of Chinese 
Patent Law. 

Known from the above analysis made for claim 1, claims 15 and 16 
possess no inventiveness according to Article 22.3 of Chinese Patent Law, 
either. 

4. There a typo existing in the specification. 

"VoB server 211" on line 7, page 6 in the Chinese specification 
should be amended as "VoD server 211". 

The applicant should carefully amend the application documents to 
overcome the above defects, otherwise the application will not be granted. 
It should be noted that the applicant should make an amendment 
according to the opinions indicated m the First Office, otherwise the 
application documents will not be accepted. 
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